TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING Monday, October 16, 2023 @ 6:00 p.m.

The Kure Beach Town Council held its regular meeting on Monday, October 16, 2023 at 6:00
p.m. The Town Attorney was present and there was a quorum of Council members present.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT
Mayor Craig Bloszinsky

MPT Allen Oliver

Commissioner John Ellen

Commissioner David Heglar

Commissioner Dennis Panicali

STAFF PRESENT

Police Chief — Mike Bowden

Fire Chief — Ed Kennedy

Director of Recreation & Events — Nikki Keely

Director of Development and Compliance — John Batson
Town Clerk — Beth Chase

Public Works Director — Jimmy Mesimer

Finance Officer — Arlen Copenhaver

Mayor Bloszinsky called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and Commissioner Ellen gave the
invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
1. Accept Bryant Bass resignation from the Board of Adjustment
2. Approve the Proposed 2024 Ocean Front Park Program and Events Schedule
Minutes:
° September 18, 2023 Regular
. September 18, 2023 Closed

MOTION- Commissioner MPT Oliver made a motion to approve the consent agenda as
presented

SECOND- Commissioner Ellen

VOTE- Unanimous

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

MOTION- Commissioner Panicali made a motion to amend the agenda to add a closed session
for Attorney-Client Privilege per (GS 143-318.11(a)(3) and adopt the agenda as amended
SECOND- Commissioner Heglar

VOTE- Unanimous
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PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jeff Christner resident at 742 Sloop Pointe Lane stated he wanted to address Town Council
tonight to thank them for allowing his sons baseball team to use the baseball field at Joe Eakes
Park.

PRESENTATIONS
1. WMPO FY 23 Annual Report Overview — Mike Kozlosky, Executive Director

Mike Kozlosky, Executive Director gave a presentation on the WMPO FY 23 Annual Report
Overview hereby incorporated into the minutes.

2. WMPO 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Development and Outreach — Abby
Lorenzo, Deputy Director

Abby Lorenzo, Deputy Director gave a presentation on the WMPO 2050 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan Development and Outreach hereby incorporated into the minutes.

DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE BUSINESS

1. Bike/Ped Advisory Committee
Chairperson Lindquist stated:

e She just wanted to thank Town Council, for appointing her to the WMPO Bike/Ped
Committee in 2019

e The Kure Beach Bike/Ped Master Plan was possible because the WMPO awarded the
Town a grant for $45,000 for the Plan

e If the Town wants to apply for grants to upgrade infrastructure it is required to have a
Bike/Ped Plan. These plans are created by input by all residents and adopted by Town
Council.

e Since adopting the plan, the Town has received $600,000 to upgrade the intersection
of Fort Fisher and K Avenue and crosswalks which will hopefully be completed by
spring 2024

e A few Committee members have met with the Police Department regarding E-Bikes
on the beach strand with a draft ordinance and Lieutenant Bailey wrote a draft
ordinance the Police Department will hopefully present
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2. Planning & Zoning Commission
o Schedule a Legislative Hearing on Proposed Text Amendment to 15.36.260
. Schedule a Legislative Hearing on Proposed Text Amendments to SIC Codes

Chairman Ashbridge stated the Planning and Zoning Commission has 2 text amendments for
presentation this evening, both requiring Legislative Hearings to be scheduled. The first has to do
with a new emerging technology, that being battery storage for homes. Although the
Commission is not aware of any instance so far in Kure Beach, if you were to drive on Ocean
Boulevard in Carolina Beach you may have noticed a home that has 2 large storage batteries
mounted to an exterior wall. Seeing this as an emerging technology, the Commission just wanted
to get in front of the issue and provide guidance to homeowners of our requirements if this were
pursued. The Commission are simply wanting the battery storage devices to be mounted no
higher than the manufacturer minimum height requirement in order to minimize aesthetic issues
and to ensure the devices do not encroach into the setback area.

Commissioner Heglar asked did you speak with the Fire Chief or Building Inspector on the
issues around them? Are there rules right now in NC? He was speaking with Fire Chief Kennedy
regarding NFPA-855, has NC caught up to it in the rules?

Building Inspector Batson commented there was language input into the draft ordinance
regarding following the manufacturer regulations and residents would need electrical permits. He
was is not familiar with it either so will do more research on it and bring to the hearing.

Chairman Ashbridge stated the second text amendment involves both the extensive work by Vice
Chair Barlok in cleaning up Chapter 15 of our Building Code as well as addressing the SIC code

issue. He did want to acknowledge all of Vice Chair Barlok hard work over the last 6 months, as

well as the support provided by Attorney Eldridge.

Vice Chair Barlok stated during the syntactical changes realized the SIC codes which is the
standard industrial codes discusses almost every occupation. He reviewed every place in Chapter
15 where a code appeared and matched it to the SIC code. Organized and edited the code where
it was needed.

MOTION- Commissioner Heglar made a motion to schedule the Legislative Hearings for
Monday, November 20, 2023 in the regular meeting

SECOND- Commissioner Ellen

VOTE- Unanimous
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DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF DEPARTMENT HEAD BUSINESS
None.

DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS
1. Discussion and approval of contract with TranSystem for the Mid-block Crossings (MPT
Oliver)

MPT Oliver stated the Town had scored the 3 firms several months ago for the Mid-block
Crossings. TranSystem had provided a contract to do the 3 more difficult crosswalks. The other 4
crosswalks will be done by NCDOT. The contract with TranSystem is for $54,108.64.

MOTION- MPT Oliver made a motion to approve the TranSystem for the Mid-block Crossings
SECOND- Commissioner Heglar
VOTE- Unanimous

2. Discussion of the Stormwater project behind the homes on Settlers Lane

Mayor Bloszinsky stated:
e Last month the Beachwalk HOA President had spoken to the community and completed a
survey which was provided to Town Council
e His question to Town Council is the Town has spent $38,000 for the studies and have
signed a lease agreement with MOTSU
e Town Council approved moving forward, so if that is not the will of Town Council
anymore need to have a formal motion

Commissioner Heglar commented from his perspective if the majority of the citizens do not want
this project at this time, he does not feel the need to continue with the project. He would make
the motion to table this project and reach out to MOTSU if needed. There are plenty of other
stormwater projects to use the funding on in his opinion.

MPT Oliver stated the Town has been working on this project for the past 6 years, and Town
Council promised those citizens the Town would do something. He would like to have some

interaction with the citizens who originally requested the project. He thinks we should send it
back to the Stormwater Committee to reevaluate.

Commissioner Panicali stated he agrees with Commissioner Heglar that the Town should not
spend a significant amount of money on something that may only benefit a few when a majority
don’t want it.
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MOTION- Commissioner Heglar made a motion to table the Stormwater Project behind the
homes on Settlers Lane to the November Town Council meeting

SECOND- Commissioner

VOTE- Unanimous

DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS
1. Discussion and Approval of Site Access Agreement with Verizon

Attorney Eldridge commented the Verizon agreement was well drafted but needed a provision
for insurance, so he suggested it and Verizon agreed. Town Council can add on the agreement
now and there is no monetary consideration in this agreement.

MOTION- Commissioner Heglar made a motion to approve the Site Access Agreement with
Verizon

SECOND- Commissioner Panicali

VOTE- Unanimous

MAYOR UPDATES

COMMISSIONER ITEMS

CLOSED SESSION

Motion to go into Closed Session for Attorney-Client Privilege per (GS 143-318.11(a)(3)
MOTION- Commissioner Heglar made a motion to go into Closed Session for Attorney-Client
Privilege per (GS 143-318.11(a)(3) at 6:39 p.m.

SECOND- Commissioner Panicali

VOTE- Unanimous

MOTION- Commissioner Ellen made a motion to return to open session at 7:30 p.m.
SECOND- MPT Oliver

VOTE- Unanimous

Attorney Eldridge stated in closed session no actions were taken, no votes were taken.
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ADJOURNMENT
MOTION- Commissioner Heglar made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.

SECOND- Commissioner Ellen
VOTE- Unanimous

2 Y

ATTEST: Beth Chase, Town Clerk

NOTE: These are action minutes reflecting items considered and actions taken by Council. These minutes are not a
transcript of the meeting. A recording of the meeting is available on the town’s website under
government>agendas&minutes
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