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 TOWN OF KURE BEACH 
 

Kure Beach Town Hall 
 117 Settlers Lane  

Kure Beach, NC  28449 
TOWN OF KURE BEACH 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

TOWN DIRECTORY 
 

TOWN HALL 
458-8216 

458-7421 FAX 
 

POLICE 
Emergency—911 
Office—458-7586 
458-9882 FAX 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Emergency—911 
Office—458-7586 
458-4270 FAX 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 
458-5816 

458-5905 FAX 
 

BUILDING INSPECTIONS  
458-6535 

458-4269 FAX 
 

COMMUNITY CENTER 
458-8944 

KURE BEACH  
TOWN COUNCIL 

 

MAYOR MAC MONTGOMERY 
 

MAYOR PRO TEM  
   JIM DUGAN 

 

COMMISSIONERS:  
    DEAN LAMBETH 
BARRY NELDER 

JIM VATRT 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR-              
MICHELLE JAMES 

TOWN CLERK-NANCY AVERY 

FINANCE OFFICER-SUSAN SUGGS 

BLDG INSPECTOR-JOHN BATSON 

FIRE CHIEF-HAROLD HEGLAR 

POLICE CHIEF-DENNIS COOPER 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR-             

SONNY BEEKER 

TOWN HALL WILL BE CLOSED ON FEBRUARY 18TH TO OBSERVE PRESIDENT’S DAY.    

    

FROM THE MAYOR’S DESKFROM THE MAYOR’S DESKFROM THE MAYOR’S DESKFROM THE MAYOR’S DESK    

                        

    As your new mayor, I wish everyone in Kure Beach a Happy New 
Year.  I am confident that 2008 will be another very good year for Kure 
Beach.  This is a small town that is filled with big hearts and great 
imaginations.  
 I also welcome Barry Nelder and Jim Vatrt as new members of the 
Town Council and congratulate Jim Dugan on his reelection and 
appointment at Mayor Pro-Tem; and I am proud to have been elected as 
Mayor for the next two years.  I consider it an honor to be able to 
continue to serve in public office.  
 Kure Beach has hired its first Town Administrator.  Michelle James 
accepted the position, coming to us from Columbia, SC, where she most 
recently worked for the Municipal Association of South Carolina.  She has 
also served as a Town Manager in Kingstree, SC. 
 The Town of Kure Beach also now owns what will be a public 
oceanfront park.  In December, we completed negotiations for the 
purchase of the Rolling Surf Motel property and are working daily to 
continue to be awarded sufficient grant monies to pay the entire cost.  A 
wonderful Christmas present came to the Town in the commitment of 
$500,000 from New Hanover County for our park.  Stay tuned to this 
station for all of the updates on the park as it takes shape in the months to 
come. 
 Looking at another grant awarded to the Town’s benefit: last year 
$591,000 was granted to Kure Beach from the NC Clean Water 
Management Trust Fund.  This grant will support the rehabilitation of the 
sewer lines located underneath Fort Fisher Blvd.  The final design for this 
project is a work in progress, and we expect to soon have a completely 
updated sewer system throughout the Town. 
 Our new, blue Water Tower is online.  Having it in the south end 
of the Town can improve our fire insurance rating which, in turn, should 
lessen our homeowners’ insurance rates.  New sewer lines and a new 
water tower may not be glamorous projects, but they are necessary.   
 Finally, I would like to thank all of those who volunteer in our 
Town.  Please continue to let us hear from you about what you want for 
your Town.  Your input is part of the fuel that makes our Town go. 
 

Mac Montgomery, Mayor of Kure Beach 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

NANCY HEWITT 
assistant@townofkurebeach.org 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 TOWN OF KURE BEACH 
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

SEWER REHABILITATION 

     Several years ago, the Town of Kure Beach started planning and implementing a Sewer Rehabilitation program to replace or rehabilitate the 
old terracotta pipe located in our old town limits between N Avenue South and E Avenue. This pipe was over fifty years old and was causing 
real problems. Many of the pipe joints were not sealed, which was causing major infiltration,  allowing ground water to enter our system. This 
infiltration caused sinkholes, which in turn created potholes in our streets. Allowing ground water into our system also increased dramatically 
the amount of sewer to be treated.  
     Kure Beach owns approximately 25% capacity of the 3 million gallon a day plant located in Carolina Beach. We pay a per gallon charge, 
along with operation, maintenance cost, etc. We are also responsible for upgrade of capacity to the plant if our usage increases to the point 
where our allocated percentage is not sufficient. Another option would be, if available, to purchase additional allocation gallons from Carolina 
Beach. Either of these options, however, would be very expensive. In fiscal year 2002-2003 we faced the possible purchase of additional 
allocation due to the high usage.  
Now the good news! In fiscal year 2006-2007 we pumped 98.4 million gallons, compared to the approximately 173.7 million gallons pumped in 
2002-2003. Although we had significant rainfall in 2003, which inflates the numbers somewhat, this is a significant reduction. 
     Due to the past and present town councils being proactive in funding our sewer rehabilitation projects, I feel we have turned the corner 
and the need for additional capacity will not be needed for many years to come. 

-Sonny Beeker, Director of Public Works 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS!!! 
 

To determine the difference between shoulder and peak season visitation patterns, the 
Kure Beach Marketing Committee, in conjunction with the Cape Fear Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, will be sending out letters to all Kure Beach accommodation owners 
(hotel, motel and vacation rentals) requesting zip-code information on last year’s 
clientele. If you are an accommodation owner and don’t receive your letter by Friday, 
January 25th, please contact Paige Somervell of the Convention & Visitors Bureau, at 
341-4030. Once you receive the letter, we urge you to respond as soon as possible.  

——————--MMaarrkk  YYoouurr  22000088  CCaalleennddaarr!!——————--  
Tuesday, January 29, 2008 

3:00-5:00 p.m. 
North Carolina Aquarium at Fort Fisher 

  

    The Kure Beach Storm Water Committee and the Education Department at Ft. 
Fisher Aquarium will hold a session for residents and those companies that landscape 
and service the yards and grounds in Kure Beach.  The purpose of this gathering is to 
explore environmentally sound practices to care for our lawns and gardens. This is 
crucial not only during times of water shortage and water conservation, but always! 
Our goal is to make our pathways to the River and the Ocean as pollution free as 
possible and to save water in the process.  A rain barrel will be on display and forms 
will be available to place an order. Registration is mandatory for free admission to the 
aquarium and to attend the presentation in the auditorium. Call Karen Vatrt at 458-

2657 or email her at kdv214@hotmail.com to register. 

2008 DECALS NOW AVAILABLE  
 Per section 10-16 of the Kure 
Beach Code of Ordinances regarding license 
tax, each owner of a motor vehicle that 
displays a current NC license plate and 
resides within the town shall pay an annual 
license tax for each such vehicle in the 
amount of $5.00. You will, in turn, be given a 
decal to display on each of your vehicles to 
prove that you have paid your tax. For full-
time residents of Kure Beach, a penalty fee of 
$10 is added for decals purchased after 
March 31st, so please get your decals before 
the grace period ends. For non-resident Kure 
Beach property owners, the decal price 
remains at $5.00 throughout the year.  
 This decal will be used as an aid, 
only, to identify property owners in order to 
allow re-entry into the Town of Kure Beach 
during an emergency event. 
 Any person violating this ordinance 
shall be subject to a civil citation in the 
amount of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for 
the first offense; second offense shall subject 
the offender to a misdemeanor charge as by 
law prescribed. 
 Decals may also be purchased via 
mail. Please mail the following information to:  
Decal Dept., Kure Beach Town Hall, 117 
Settlers Lane, Kure Beach, NC 28449  
 

• A copy of your vehicle 
registration 

• Your mailing address 
• Your Kure Beach property 

address (if is not the same as 
your mailing address) 

• The vehicle owner’s name 
• A check made out to Town of 

Kure Beach in the amount of 
$5.00 (or $15.00, as prescribed 
above) 

• A self addressed, stamped 
envelope for us to mail your 
decal back to you 

COMMIITTEE VACANCIES 
 

The following Kure Beach Committees have vacancies for new members.  
ADA Committee—contact Gilbert Alphin for more info, 458-7547 
Marketing Committee—contact Anne Brodsky for more info, 458-5269 
Storm Water Management—contact Eric Vann for more info, 458-8061 
 

Committee applications can be obtained from Town Hall or from our website’s 

Committee webpage. Please submit your application to Town Hall for consideration.  

SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE 

The Kure Beach Parks & Recreation Committee will hold a public meeting at the Kure 
Beach Community Center on Saturday, February 23rd, from 3-5pm to discuss ideas for 
recreational use of town-owned property along Sandman Way. Your input as a resident 
and/or owner of Kure Beach property is much desired, so we hope to see you there.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3  TOWN OF KURE BEACH 
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RECYCLING CALENDAR 2008 
 

     Curbside recycling for the Town of Kure Beach is provided 
by Waste Management, 798-1229. Pickup is every second and 
fourth Thursday of the month, except in November & 
December. Please note the changed dates, below. You can 
obtain a formatted Recycling calendar at Town Hall which also 
provides a list of recycle items accepted by Waste 
Management. 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 & 24 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14 & 28 
THURSDAY, MARCH 13 & 27 
THURSDAY, APRIL 10 & 24 
THURSDAY, MAY 8 & 22 
THURSDAY, JUNE 12 & 26 
THURSDAY, JULY 10 & 24 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 14 & 28 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 & 25 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 & 23 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26 

TOWN HALL’S NEWEST EMPLOYEE 

MICHELLE JAMES—TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
 

     The Town of Kure Beach would like to welcome 
Michelle James as its first Town Administrator. Michelle 
has been involved in local government for more than 15 
years. Most recently, she was the Director of Education 
and Training at the Municipal Association of South 
Carolina in Columbia. For over four years, she directed 
the statewide comprehensive training for city elected 
officials and staff in the South Carolina’s 269 cities. As 
the former Town Manager of Kingstree, SC, Michelle 
managed 52 employees, overseeing seven 
departments including fire, police, recreation, street, 
finance, water and wastewater.  
     Michelle states, “I look forward to working 
collaboratively with staff and council as Kure Beach’s 
new administrator. I have wanted to return to town 
management for some time now, and I feel I have found 
a very special place in Kure Beach.” She continued by 
saying, “I feel privileged that the Town of Kure Beach 
has offered me this outstanding opportunity.”  
     In her spare time, Michelle enjoys running, hunting, 
spending time with her two young nephews, and 
playing catch with her dogs, Baby and Bud.    

WELCOME COMMISSIONER VATRT 
 

    Jim Vatrt and his wife, Karen, parents of J. Bradley 
and J. Scott, moved to Kure Beach in May 2002. As 
residents of “Seawatch at Kure Beach,” Jim gained an 
appreciation for the history of our town while at the 
same time holding the position of Board President from 
2003 through 2006. In March 2007, Mr. Vatrt chaired 
the committee that was given the task of analyzing the 
concept of, and ultimately recruiting, Kure Beach’s first 
Town Administrator.  
    Jim’s corporate business experience includes senior 
management posts with multi-national consumer 
products companies, Bristol Meyer Squibb and 
President of Remington Products Company. In 1997, 
Mr. Vatrt successfully launched his business 
development company, JBS Marketing. Jim has been 
recognized for his entrepreneurial achievements and has 
been awarded many business accommodations including 
interviews with the CBS network and American Dream 
with Dan Rather. Since its inception, the company has 
successfully assisted numerous organizations in their 
strategic planning and financial growth. In the fall of 
2002, Mr. Vatrt globally launched, as executive partner, 
a new company in the pet industry under the brand 
name MyPet. 
    In combination with his corporate and personal 
business experiences, Jim offers the Town of Kure 
Beach a broad perspective in his role of Town 

Commissioner. 

BE KIND TO KURE BEACH  
RECYCLE RESPONSIBLY 

 

 Over the Christmas holiday, the recycle 
dumpster located at Joe Eakes Park was 
overflowing with recyclables and NON-
recyclables. Unfortunately, this also included 
GARBAGE. The area surrounding the dumpster 
had become not only an eyesore to the 
community but a health hazard.   
 Located beside the dumpster, there is a 
billboard listing the do’s and don’ts of recycling 
and the use of the dumpster. It is every citizen’s 
and visitor’s responsibility to read and cooperate 
with these requirements. Public Works staff 
monitor the dumpster on a daily basis during the 
workweek, but they cannot predict what will 
happen over a weekend or holiday.  
 If you use the recycle dumpster, PLEASE 
DO NOT over-fill it. Items left on the ground next 
to the dumpster WILL NOT BE COLLECTED by 
Waste Management. This information is noted on 
the sign as well as on the Town’s website under 
our New Residents & Customer Service 
webpages.   
 The Town thanks its citizens and visitors, 
in advance, for their cooperation in keeping Kure 
Beach a safe and clean place to live and play. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONER’S CORNER 
WELCOME COMMISSIONER NELDER 

Dear Citizens of Kure Beach— 

   As your newly elected Town Commissioner, I would like to thank all of you 
for your support and encouragement. 

   My wife and I have owned property in Kure Beach since 1985, and I could 
not wait to live here permanently. I work for a company that manufactures 
large construction pumps. After a tour of duty in Viet Nam, I went to college in 
Florida, courtesy of the US Air Force. I have been in construction sales since 
the 70’s.  

   I feel the Oceanfront Park project will benefit all of the community and our 
citizens. It is another way for all of us to feel positive about our Town and its 
commitment to us. 

   Our Fire Department is in the process of being re-evaluated and we soon 
should be able to upgrade our fire insurance rating. That is good news! 

  I will be working with John in the Building Department, and I am the liaison 
for the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Beautification Committee. I 
look forward to working with both. If you get an opportunity, come by Town 
Hall and introduce yourself to Michelle James, our new Town Administrator. 
She will be working with all of the town employees and volunteer committees. 

   There is no place anywhere like the Town of Kure Beach. Its citizens and 
employees are the best there is, and I am looking forward to working with all 
of you.  

    Respectfully,                                             

    Barry A. Nelder 

NEWS YOU CAN USE 

 

The Town of Kure Beach website is 
www.townofkurebeach.org.  

 

If you would like to be added to our 
Notification List to be notified of 
Town meetings and events, simply 
send an email to Nancy Hewitt at  
assistant@townofkurebeach.org 

 or fax your name and fax number to 
910-458-7421. 

 

For tourist info regarding Kure Beach, 
check out this website: 
www.explorekurebeach.com 

 

Do you have doggies who need to be 
unfettered from their leashes? Take 
them to the fenced-in “Dog Bark” 
@ Joe Eakes Park! It’s where all the 
cool dogs hang out! 

 

Other helpful phone numbers: 
Carolina Beach Library 458-5016 
Chamber of Commerce 458-8434 
Ferry Information 1-800-293-3779 
Ft. Fisher Historic Site 458-5538 
Ft. Fisher Ranger Station 458-5798 
Kure Beach Fishing Pier 458-5524 
Kure Beach Post Office 458-5592 

NC Aquarium/Ft. Fisher 458-8257 


