TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING Monday, June 16, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m.

The Kure Beach Town Council held its regular meeting on Monday, June 16, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m.
Town Attorney Jim Eldridge was present, and there was a quorum of Council members present.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT
Mayor Allen Oliver

MPT David Heglar

Commissioner John Ellen

Commissioner Dennis Panicali

Commissioner Connie Mearkle

STAFF PRESENT

Town Clerk — Beth Chase

Director of Administration — Mandy Sanders

Director of Development and Compliance — Bethany White
Finance Officer — Arlen Copenhaver

Fire Chief — Ed Kennedy

Recreation Director — Nikki Keely

Police Chief — Mike Bowden

Police Lieutenant — Brandon Bailey

Mayor Oliver called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., and Commissioner John Ellen gave the
invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
1. Approve Resolution R25-06 Opposing New Offshore Oil and Gas Leasing
2. Approve Budget Amendment 25-09 totaling $16,150 to increase lifeguard pay rates for
the 2025 season
3. Approve Budget Amendment 25-10 totaling $8,852 for replacement of a Police
Department drone
4. Approve Budget Amendment 25-11 totaling $25,000 to increase paid parking program
expenses for additional costs relating to signage, other improvements and labo
5. Minutes:
e June 9, 2025 Budget Hearing
e May 19, 2025 Regular
e April 21, 2025 Budget Workshop #2
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MOTION — MPT Heglar made a motion to approve the consent as presented
SECOND — Commissioner Ellen
VOTE — Unanimous

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

MOTION — MPT Heglar made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented
SECOND — Commissioner Ellen

VOTE - Unanimous

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mac Linstead at 114 Channel Drive South stated he wanted to speak tonight on a new service to
hopefully be providing soon in Kure Beach. The basic concept is carrying your beach chairs and
umbrellas for you within walking distance of the beach. The company is called Beach Sherpa.

PRESENTATIONS

DISCUSSION OF COMMITTEE BUSINESS
1. Marketing Committee
e Presentation of Marketing Committee Budget

Chairperson Dirks gave a presentation regarding the Marketing Committee Budget that is hereby
incorporated into the minutes.

MOTION- MPT Heglar made a motion to approve the Marketing Committee Budget
SECOND- Commissioner Panicali
VOTE- Unanimous

DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF DEPARTMENT HEAD BUSINESS
None.

DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS
None.
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DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS
1. Adoption of FY25-26 Budget Ordinance and Fee Schedule

Finance Officer Copenhaver stated since the budget was presented in May there has been a small
increase in the budget for changing providers for dental/vision/life insurance for the employee
benefits. The County did finalize the tax rate and will be 30.6 cents per 100. The average Kure
Beach resident will see a 12% tax increase.

MOTION- MPT Heglar made a motion to adopt the FY 25-26 Budget Ordinance and Fee
Schedule

SECOND- Commissioner Ellen

VOTE- Unanimous

2. Approve the 2025 Emergency Plan

MOTION- MPT Heglar made a motion to approve the 2025 Emergency Plan
SECOND- Commissioner Ellen
VOTE- Unanimous

3. Schedule a Quasi-Judicial Hearing for a Special Use Permit Application for Seamist
Suites on Monday, July 21, 2025

MOTION- MPT Heglar made a motion to schedule a Quasi-Judicial Hearing for a Special Use
Permit Application for Seamist Suites on Monday, July 21, 2025 during the regular meeting
SECOND- Commissioner Ellen

VOTE- Unanimous

4. Recognition of Kure Beach Police Chief Michael Bowden

Mayor Oliver stated the Town has been very fortunate to have Police Chief Bowden in his
position for the past 9 years. He has been a valuable asset for the past 24 years and he is retiring
with 30 years of service. Mayor Oliver presented Police Chief Bowden with the Town Seal
plaque.

CLOSED SESSION
None.
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ADJOURNMENT

MOTION — MPT Heglar made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.
SECOND — Commissioner Ellen

VOTE — Unanimous

A reception for Police Chief Bowden was held in the Council Chambers following the
adjournment of the meeting.

ATTEST: Beth Chase, Town Clerk Allen Oliver, Mayor

NOTE: Thesec are action minutes reflecting items considered and actions taken by Council. These minutes are not a
transcript of the meeting. A recording of the meeting is available on the town’s website under
government>agendas&minutes
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